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Welcome to this year’s Visual Arts GCSE Exhibition!
Ordinarily we would this month be inviting students, parents, staff and the wider school 
community to join us in celebrating the achievements of our Year 11 students and sharing 
the wonderful work they have produced over the past two years, through our exhibition 
in the school atrium.

As we are unable to do this currently the Visual Arts team have worked collaboratively to 
collate, photograph and present a selection of work across all four disciplines of Art, 
Graphics, Photography and Textiles to share with you. I hope you enjoy this year’s virtual 
exhibition and appreciate the wide variety of skilful, creative and inventive work students 
have been able to produce during their time at Norwood. We are incredibly proud of all 
that they have achieved.

I would like to say a huge well done to those students who have shown real discipline and 
commitment to completing their creative outcomes at home, despite knowing this could 
not be used in our assessment judgements. Thank you also to parents, carers and families 
for your support in returning work to school recently to make this possible. 

We are extremely pleased that many of our Year 11 students are planning to continue into 
the Norwood Sixth Form and we very much look forward to supporting them over the 
coming months. To those students leaving us, we wish you all the best for the future. We 
do however, hope to see you all on 20th August for GCSE results day!

Take care, stay safe and best wishes to you all.
Ali Cowley
Head of Visual Arts
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GCSE ART & DESIGN

In Art, students have developed a range of technical and creative skills across a variety of 
themed projects. A visit to Kew Gardens at the start of Year 10 led to a variety of 
experimental responses on the theme of ‘Natural Forms’ seeing students explore a wide 
range of art techniques that they continued to draw upon throughout the course. This 
then developed into a project based on the theme of ‘Identity’ where students created a 
large-scale sustained portrait drawing, taking inspiration from the artists; Barbara Walker 
and Kehinde Wiley. In Year 11, students interpreted the theme ‘Reflections’ in response 
to the work of Suzanne Saroff, Jeff Koons, Brett Weston and Nigel Tomm. A visit to 
Canary Wharf followed by various photographic shoots in school led students to create 
individual, artistic responses to the theme.

Wow, I cannot believe where the past 2 years have gone! I am immensely proud of what 
you have achieved and of the extremely high standard of work in this year’s exhibition. It 
just shows what perseverance, patience, practise and determination can bring.

I wish those of you who are continuing with your Art practice at sixth form or college next 
year the very best and I am excited to see how your work progresses and develops! Those 
of you who are pursuing a different route never stop being creative. 

Remember the journey you have already been on and the progress you have already made. 

Well done to all the Art  students and I hope you enjoy seeing the work included.

Ms Ockwell
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GCSE GRAPHICS

During the last two years, GCSE Graphics students have explored several creative
themes. The first was a project about ‘Freedom’, through which students explored the 
contexts that inspired the Punk and Futurist movements and looked at artist Jamie Reid 
and Typographer Marinetti before developing their own visual ideas. The second was to 
make connections to the theme ‘Reflections’. Students examined artist Samantha 
Harrison and Frank Stella before developing their own personal explorations to produce 
exciting final responses. 

Over the course, students were encouraged to combine mixed media and experiment with 
a range of materials, processes and techniques such as computer generated design, 
photography, painting, illustration and typography to name a few. Students have 
established themselves as artists and designers finding their own personal approach and 
techniques to fulfil the creative brief set.

Every student has learnt valuable skills to take with them, whether this be to pursue a 
career in the creative industry or to enhance their interpersonal skills.

It has been a pleasure teaching Graphics and seeing each student grow with confidence
over the last few years. They have persevered along creative journeys and I have
watched them overcome many hurdles. They have been extremely dedicated and they 
should be proud of their achievements. On behalf of the school, I bid farewell and wish you 
the best of luck in the future.

Mr Worthington
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GCSE PHOTOGRAPHY

For their Photography GCSE course the students responded to the themes of Fragments 
and Reflections for their coursework. The work presented here are a selection of final 
outcomes based on students’ investigations and analysis of photographers including, 
Anthony Gerace,  KK Depaul, Duane Michals, Tom Hussey, Florence Henri and Henna 
Nadeem. 

The pupils responded to photographers’ work by experimenting in the various styles, 

combining one or more principles as well as incorperating other art disciplines to create 

new and exciting artwork. The dark room processing, studio shoots, Photoshop and fine art 

additions are some of the processes involved in creating the work presented here. The final 

outcomes represent a personal response from the pupils who explored themes that were 

relevant to them. 

The lessons were always a hive of activity where all ideas were tested. I told them; if you 

can think it, then let us try it. These were fun sessions especially when they ended in 

failure. As a teacher the most exciting element of the process is experimenting with ideas 

and processes. This is a time when pupils are most creative and you get to experience what 

they are truly interested in. 

Mr Oxford
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GCSE TEXTILES

In Textiles, students have developed a range of technical and creative skills across a 
variety of themed projects. A visit to Kew Gardens at the start of Year 10 led to a variety 
of experimental responses on the theme of ‘Natural Forms’ seeing students explore a 
wide range of art and textile techniques that they continued to draw upon throughout 
the course. Exploring how Dogs have been depicted in Art over history was the basis for 
the second project leading to students’ designing and making embroidered aprons. This 
was followed in Year 11 with students interpreting the theme ‘Reflections’ in response to 
the work of Damien Hirst, Alexander McQueen, Ancient Egypt and Monika Gryzmala.

I would like to say a huge well done to all those students who have shown real discipline 
and commitment to attending after school sessions consistently over the two years, 
persevering with the development and realisation of their ideas as well as completing 
creative outcomes at home recently - I know it has taken a great deal of time, energy and 
patience! Well worth it though I would say!

I am extremely pleased that a number of students from this cohort have decided to 
continue with their Textiles studies and are joining us in the Norwood Sixth Form from 
September. They have already started work on this and I’m very much looking forward to 
seeing their skills develop and branch out into Fashion as well, it’s going to be a great 
journey!

Well done to all the Textiles students and I hope you enjoy seeing the work included.

Ms Cowley
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THANK YOU!


