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Dear Bursary Student, 

I hope that you are looking forward to an exciting and event filled year as a 

Bursary student at Norwood. Each year the Bursary programme grows and more 

and more opportunities are available for students to take part in, including clubs, 

workshops, competitions, exhibitions, talks and trips. 

This year we appreciate things will have to be different however we are working 

to provide a broad range of enrichment activities through a variety of online 

workshops, creative challenges and a host of opportunities to access activities 

with artists and practitioners as well as universities and colleges across London.  

Our main way of communicating and sharing all of this will in the short-term, be 

through the VA Bursary Google Classroom which you and your parents have 

already been invited to join.

The bursary is a two-way street and we have high expectations of you as a VA 

bursary student. It is vital that you see the bursary as the fantastic opportunity 

that it is and we hope you take full advantage of all of the fantastic opportunities 

that you are offered over the course of the year. Remember that there are many 

other students who would love to have access to the chances that you have 

available to you and who would love to be in your place. So, please be 

enthusiastic, committed and be an active member of the VA Bursary programme.

It is also important for other students to realise that you represent the Bursary 

programme in whatever you do across the school and we have an expectation 

that you will be positive role models in all that you do, especially in Visual Arts.

All of the staff in the Visual Arts faculty are really excited by the year ahead and 

we hope that you share in this excitement and are willing to put in the work, 

enthusiasm, passion and drive to make the your first year at The Norwood 

School a real success. 

Ms. Cowley 

Head of Visual Arts 
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There are a number of expectations that we have of our Bursary Students, and a large 
number of opportunities that you can take advantage of over the course of the year. 

You should look through all that is offered this year and ensure that you understand all that 
is expected of you and all that you are able to do over the course of the year. 

Creative Challenges 

We expect all students to respond to a variety of creative challenges each half 
term which will see them explore, develop and utilise a variety of different skills 
across disciplines including, drawing, painting, photography, illustration, 
typography, textiles, animation and more. Ordinarily we would deliver and review 
work with students during after school sessions as they document this in their 
bursary sketchbook. This year, challenges will be set via Google Classroom and 
we would like students to keep a record of this in their sketchbooks as well as 
share examples on the classroom stream.

Workshops & Master Classes

Across the year we will run workshops for bursary students and have an 
expectation that whenever these opportunities are offered that bursary students 
attend. These workshops will range from being led by members of Norwood staff 
to guests from creative industry, including professional artists and designers, as 
well as representatives from a range of arts organisations. This year these classes will 
be advertised and delivered via a combination of zoom and video tutorials shared on google 
classroom, following which students will be invited to share their ideas and outcomes as 
well as record evidence of these in their bursary sketchbooks.

Competitions & Projects 

There will be a number of competitions and projects across the year that we 
expect all bursary students to engage with and participate in. These will vary in 
focus from art and design to photography and illustration and will be promoted 
to the whole school community and celebrated through the house system.
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After-School Clubs  

We expect to be able to offer after school clubs at a later point in the year where 
students across different year groups can come together to share, discuss and 
create work together. 

Gallery & Studio Visits

As the year progresses we hope to be able to invite you on a number of trips to 
major exhibitions as well as re-establish links with smaller galleries. These will be 
communicated via Google Classroom and may on occasions be for a limited 
number of students and so we will ensure that all students have access to these as 
and when we are able to proceed with trips.

Visiting Practitioners 

We will endeavour, over the course of the year, to provide the opportunity for 
Bursary students to experience working/meeting with professional artists and/or 
designers. This may vary from life-drawing classes to portfolio presentations and 
Q&A sessions. These will be advertised to students via Google Classroom 
following confirmation of sessions over the course of the year.

Exhibitions 

Bursary students are encouraged to visit and engage with artists work both in 
and out of school. In school there will be a variety of exhibitions during the 
course of the year which will be displayed in the atrium. The focus of these will 
range from GCSE and A Level end of year exhibitions to showcases of students 
artwork from across the school as well as The Norwood Portrait Prize and 
Photography Awards. Outside of school we expect all students to visit 
exhibitions and keep a record of this in their bursary sketchbook.



Creative Industry Links & Opportunities

We are proud of our links with a variety of universities, educational providers 
and organisations across the creative industries. We regularly liaise with them 
regarding opportunities that offer bursary students access to a programme of 
creative and digital projects aimed at developing their skills, experience and 
confidence as young creatives. 

In doing so, we expect VA Bursary students to sign up to a minimum of one 
programme each year which will be run via either by the institution directly or 
through resources shared online by the VA team.

Some of this year’s providers include:

- Escape Studios

- Ravensbourne University

- University of the Arts London

- Wool4School

- RSA Pupil Design Awards

- Penguin Pupil Design Awards



Performances 

As and when we are able to return to running performances, all bursary students 
have the opportunity to attend matinee performances of school productions for 
free. Initially some performances may be shared online but when we are able to 
return to having live audiences students will need to obtain their complimentary 
tickets via Performing Arts. All bursary students are expected to attend 
performances across all subjects frequently. Unfortunately, at some points 
performances may not be suitable for all age groups and we have to restrict 
tickets. We will notify students about these restrictions and inform parents 
about the reasons as on occasion with parental approval bursary students may 
still be able to attend. Please note that Bursary students can only be given their 
free ticket if they are wearing their bursary badge. 

Review and Development 

Reviewing student progress and development is going to be a greater feature of 
the bursary programme going forward in order to personalise the pathway that 
students follow. Students will undertake one full review of their engagement and 
participation on the bursary programme each year during the autumn term 
which will determine whether they will remain on the programme. Following 
these reviews and throughout the year there will be an ongoing review of student 
progress and development with check-ins and meetings regarding progress and 
development. 



 

Meetings and The Arts Council 

All students will be required to attend a general bursary meeting once a term. 
This will give them the opportunity to discuss their views on the bursary 
programme as well as meet up with other students from their specialist subject 
and across the programme.

Last year we set-up the Arts Council and we are looking to build on this 
initiative with meetings taking place approximately once each half-term, 
(remotely or via Google Classroom). Students will get the opportunity to apply 
for this responsibility and will represent their subject areas, giving the 
opportunity for a greater sense of student voice from the Bursary students as 
well as organising student led initiatives to run across the year. These may 
include exhibitions, master classes, additional workshops, clubs and 
opportunities, as well as charity work. 

Support  

We expect our Bursary students to support and represent the school at selected 
events over the course of the academic year. This will include the Bursary 
audition and workshop day on Saturday 17th October. 

Careers and Option Choices 

When students reach Year 9 we will arrange a number of careers and industry 
talks/events in order for students to gain a deeper insight into the creative arts 
industry. When students reach Year 11 this will have more of a focus on their 
option choices and career paths. We will ensure students are made aware of 
possible opportunities with external agencies and within the industry. 
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PRINTMAKING WORKSHOP

3D PHOTO SCULPTURES 
PINHOLE CAMERA CONSTRUCTION & PHOTOGRAPHY

TYPOGRAPHY DESIGN 
EXPERIMENTAL ILLUSTRATION & COLLAGE

FASHION ILLUSTRATION 
FASHION CAD WORKSHOP

ART/MS NICHOLAS 

TEXTILES/MS. BROOKS & MS ROBJANT

GRAPHICS/MR WORTHINGTON & MS COWLEY

PHOTO/MS. GOODWIN & MR OXFORD

DESIGN & PROP MAKING FOR PERFORMING ARTS EVENTS 
DECORATION & SIGNAGE FOR LIBRARY EVENTS

+



 

THROUGHOUT THE YEAR THERE WILL BE A 
VARIETY OF CREATIVE ARTS COMPETITIONS… 
• Photo Award 
• Christmas Card Design 
• RSA Design Award (until Summer 2021) 
• Portrait Artist of the Year  
• Poets & Illustrators Unite  
• Penguin Pupil Design Awards 

…OPEN TO ALL STUDENTS WITH PRIZES, HOUSE POINTS AND 
EXHIBITIONS OF ALL ENTRANTS’ AND SHORTLISTED ARTISTS’ WORK! 



FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA: 

INSTAGRAM: 
VATHENORWOODSCHOOL 

TWITTER: 
@VA_NORWOOD 

KEEP UP TO DATE VIA THE NORWOOD SCHOOL WEBSITE 
UNDER TEACHING & LEARNING > VA OPPORTUNITIES
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Throughout the year keep up to date with events, workshops, 
trips and competitions via the VA Bursary Google classroom 
and the school website as well as notices and posters on 
display across the Visual Arts faculty.

Don’t forget to keep in touch with your VA teacher too!

Ms Cowley - cowley.a@thenorwoodschool.org
Head of Visual Arts

Ms Nicholas - nicholas.j@thenorwoodschool.org
Deputy Headteacher

Ms Robjant - Robjant.h@thenorwoodschool.org
Head of Design & Technology

Mr Worthington - worthington.d1@thenorwoodschool.org
KS4 Coordinator

Mr Oxford - oxford.j@thenorwoodschool.org

Ms Goodwin - goodwin.l@thenorwoodschool.org

Ms Brooks - brooks.m@thenorwoodschool.org

Instagram - vathenorwoodschool
Twitter - @va_norwood

The Norwood School
Crowndale, London SE19 3NY
Tel: 020 8670 9382
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