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This term we are studying two units: Introduction to Creative Writing
and The Graveyard Book. We will be exploring creative writing
methods after the October half term. Before then in class we will be
studying The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman.

For these two units, you will be assessed on:

Reading: You will be given a topic to respond to creatively and an extract
from The GraveKard Book. You will be given some shorter ‘warm up’
questions and then a longer essay style question.

You will be assessed on your ability to demonstrate the following skills:

Skill 1: To understand, describe, select or retrieve information, events or
ideas from texts and use quotation and reference to text

2: To deduce, infer or interpret information, events or ideas from texts

Skill 3: To identify and comment on the structure and organisation of
texts, including grammatical and presentational features at text level

Skill 4: To explain and comment on writers’ use of language, including
grammatical and literary features at word and sentence level

Skill 5: To identify and comment on writers’ purposes and viewpoints,
and the overall effect of the text on the reader

Skill 6: To relate texts to their social, cultural and historical traditions

If you complete your class work to a good standard, your best revision
resource is your exercise book. These web pages also have helpful
summaries and tests:

The Graveyard Book:
https://www.goodreads.com/quizzes/7696-the-graveyard-book

Creative Writing:
https://thinkwritten.com/365-creative-writing-prompts/

Writing: You will be given a range of persuasive and creative tasks _
inspired by the themes studied within your creative writing and gothic
units.

You will be assessed on your ability to demonstrate the following skills:
Skill 1: To write imaginative, interesting and thoughtful texts

Skill 2: To produce texts which are appropriate to task, reader and
purpose

Skill 3: To organise and present whole texts effectively

Skill 4: To construct paragraphs and cohesion within and between
paragraphs

Skill 5: To vary sentences for clarity, purpose and effect, whilst writing
with technical accuracy of syntax and punctuation

Skill 6I:I'TO select appropriate and effective vocabulary, using the correct
spelling

Here are some helpful revision resources:

Creative and Persuasive Writing:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zywfbk7

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zn8tkmn
https://www.educationguizzes.com/ks3/english/
SPAG: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z7vdy9q
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The Graveyard Book - Year 7 - Personal Learning Checklist

Key Content Not Confident Developing Confident
Knowledge

Characters

Bod

Jack

Silas

Scarlett

Mr & Mrs Owens

Miss Lupescu

The Sleer

Liza Hempstock

Themes

The Gothic

Childhood

Family

Friendship

Education

Context

Mythology

Superstitions

The Jungle Book

Key Skills

Creative writing and
plot arcs

Setting

Tier 2/3 vocabulary

Key Vocabulary

Enigma

Macabre

Avarice

Paternal

Facade

Pseudo

Melancholy

Secluded

Trepidation

Uncanny

This PLC is designed to help you to monitor your understanding of the text, characters, themes and the
key skills needed to succeed in this module. Use this to monitor your progress as we go through the
novel!




Year 7 Knowledge Organiser: The Graveyard Book

The story follows

the young life of a boy called Nobody Owens who is orphaned as 3 foddler when s man kills hiz entire family. Nobody is adopted by ghosts from the local graveyard who raise him as their own.

Context

Characters

» Neil Gaiman decided to set the text in a graveyard due to his expenience as a father and finding the space to allow 3 13-month-old
with a tricycle to practice. One day he took his son to a graveyard and thought about how he could write something similar to The
Jungle Book.

» In The Jungle Book. Mowgli is abandoned in the jungle and adopted by animals and taught the things that animals know. Gaman
replicated this storyline with Bod in The Graveyard Book.

« Gaiman's favourite chapter in the book is chapter 5, 'Danse Macabre”. The band consists of four skeletons performing on bagpipe,
portative organ, harp, and small drum. The dancers move in a low, stately procession. Itis clearly a ritualistic rather than a social
dance. All the participants are following their leader—Death.

» The Danse Macabre made its first appearance qc::o the plague (Black Death) years of the fourteenth century. In Germany it was
the Todtentanz: in italy, danza della morte; and in England, the Dance of Death. In the Danse Macabre, the personified figure of
Death led dancers in a slow, stately procession that was clearly a ritualistic rather than a social dancs.

» Danss Macabre images served several purposes, including to help people express and share their grief, to remind each other that
death is not only inevitable, but also the great equalzer, claiming the high and mighty as well as the humble; and to provide the
opportunity for indirect mastery.

» The theme of the supernatural is also prominent in the book. There was much superstition and ignorance in 17th century England
Witchcraft had been illegal since 1583 and hundrads of women were wrongly accusad and punished. Proof of being a witch could
be a third nipple. an unusual scar or birthmark, a boil, a growth, or even owning a cat or other pat (3 ‘'witch's familiar', or evil spirt).
Confessions were often made under torture, and suspects were tied up and thrown into a river or pond. Floating was proof of guilt.
After a show trial, the victim was hanged.

Nobody ‘Bod’ Owens - Bod lives in 3
graveyard and is raised by ghosts, a
vampire, and 3 werawolf. He has Freedom
of the Graveyard, which means he can
communicate with the dead, move through
walls, and is invisible to most humans

Silas - Silas is Bod's
Guardian in the graveyard. He
takes care of Bod's basic
needs, like food and shelter.
He's also the character Bod
looks up to.

Miss Lupescu — When Silas has to
leave the graveyard, Miss Lupescu
looks after Bod. She also becomes
Bod's teacher.

Liza Hempstock - Liza is a witch who's
buried just outside of the graveyard in
‘unconsacrated ground.” as Liza explains
to Bod, she was accused of being a witch,
and then burned to death, some 500 years
before.

Scarlett - Scarlett is one of
Bod's closest friends and
although Scarlett doesn't
seem to have supematural
powers she can see Bod in the
graveyard. This could be an
example of their connection.

Jack Frost - Jack is the novels arch-
villain, He kills Bod's family and wants
to do the same to Bod. Jack is part of
the "Jack of all Trades' a top secret
brotherhood.

The Sleer - the snake-like creature is the
oldest in the graveyard and is buried in an
ancient underground burial site where it
guards the treasure: the brooch, knife and
cup.

The Indigo Man - It appears
that Indigo doesn’t seem to be
a lving being. but an image
projected by the Sleer to scare
thieves off.

The Ghouls — Thase supsmatural
crextures have the same basic goals: 1.
Eating delcious dead people 2. Turning
others into Ghouls 3. Getting to Ghulhein,
their city in Hell and avaiding getting eaten

by night gaunts

Plot

A man named Jack enters a home in the night. He has 3 sharp knife and he uses
it 10 kill the mother, the father, and the older sister who live there. Now Jack is
r=ady to finish the job and kill the baby that's sleeping in the crib. But Jack scon
discovers the baby is not in fact in his crib (insert sigh of refief). So, to be really
thorough in his work, Jack kzaves the house and follows the baby's smell up the
hill to the graveyard.

The ghosts of the graveyard agree that the eightesn-
month-cld baby will live in the graveyard with Mr. and
Mrs. Owens. He will have Freedom of the Graveyard,
which means he can walk through walls and graves,
and that he is mvisible to most humans when he's in
the graveyard. Mrs. Owens names the baby Nobody
Owens ("Bod" for short). The mysterious man who

Bod tecomes friends with Scarlett (she
is slive) and they explore the graveyard
and find The Sieer. Soon after, Scarlett

When Bod is about G years oa Silas
has to go cut of town and Miss Lupescu
bacomes Bod's temporary Guardian

Between the age of 6-8 years old, Bod
mests Liza Hempstock 3 ‘witch' in the
graveyard and pledges to try and get her 3
headstone. Bod is then told about his past
and his family was murdersd. To prepared
himse¥ for revenps Bod makes Silas sign
hum up for regular school. Bod attracts too

Mr Frost becomes a key part of Scarlett’s like
and takes interest in Bod. Cne day he tells
Scariett he has important information about
Bod's family. When Bod is alone with Mr
Frost he unveils himsalf as Jack Frost the
man out %o kill him. Jack is now with the "Jack
of all Trades' and they chase Bod and

In the graveyard the baby mests 3 kindly husband and wife ghost, Mr. and Mrs. made Jack leave the dis n Silas. and he | 3™ educator. One night. Bod falls much attention to himssif and gets Scarlatt into the graveyard. Bod ends up with
Owens. When Jack comes after the baby, the O.zm_.m couple can tell the guy's 5 s & fia B uhﬂ,ﬁwc:.xv Bm.oﬁomm._: the aslesp on 3 grave that's also a ghoul amested. Luckily Silas rescues him and Scariett and Mr Frost insidz the Sleer’s Place.
bad news. Plus, the kid's recently murdered family (now all ghosts) comes on the e : 3 - gate, when he wakes three ghouls are brings him back to the graveyard. The Sleer ends up killing Jack Frost and

graveyard, Silas isn't dead and he isn't alve. and he
can leave the graveyard. This means he can gt food
for the baby and anything else the kid might nesd.

scene 3l panicked. The baby's mother begs the Owens couple to adopt her baby
and protect him from Jack. They agree, and a mysterious man comes along and
makes Jack leave the graveyard.

with him and they talk him into going
with them into Hell _.33..3 planning to

Whean Bod is about fourteen years old,
Scarlett returns. Scarlett runs into a man
called Mr Frost who turns into a friend

Scarlett s horified calling Bod a monster.
Silas erasss her memories and sends her
back to Scotland.

rescues Bod At 15, Bod ends up leaving the graveyard.
Themes
Death Community Memory and The Past The Supernatural
Key vocabulary
Episodic Omniscient Gothic Foreshadowing Episodic Allusion Ghoul Macabre Cyclical
Narrative Foreboding Antagonise Protagonist Antagonist Supernatural Analepsis Prolepsis Symbolism




Key Terms:
The Graveyard Book is full of interesting and complex vocabulary.

Look up the meaning of the following words and put it into a sentence.

1. Diffuse  Meaning:

Put it in a sentence:

2. Insinuate Meaning:

Put it in a sentence:

3. Spire Meaning:

Put it in a sentence:

4. Insubstantial  Meaning:

Put it in a sentence:

5. Clamber  Meaning:

Put it in a sentence:

6. Flourish Meaning:

Put it in a sentence:

7. Obelisk Meaning:

Put it in a sentence:

8. Perpetuity Meaning:

Put it in a sentence:

9. Revenant Meaning:

Put it in a sentence:

10. Crypt Meaning:

Put it in a sentence:




11. Dubiously Meaning:

Put it in a sentence:

12. Parish Meaning:

Put it in a sentence:

13. Wistful = Meaning:

Put it in a sentence:

14. Unprecedented Meaning:
Put it in a sentence:

15. Masticate Meaning:

Put it in a sentence:

16. Convocation  Meaning:
Put it in a sentence:

17. Tousle Meaning:

Put it in a sentence:

18. Lucid Meaning:

Put it in a sentence:

19. Abode Meaning:

Put it in a sentence:

20. Ululation Meaning:

Put it in a sentence:




Vocabulary Tasks
Learn how to spell these words and ask your parents or carers to test you.

See how many of these words you can use in a sentence — it must make sense!

Challenge yourself —can you use at least one of these words every day in conversation?
Write 10 sentences each containing at least two of these words.

a)

b)

d)

e)

f)

g)

h)

j)

Major challenge — can you write a summary of the plot of The Graveyard Book using all of these words?




Meet the author!

Read through this interview with Neil Gaiman and
answer the questions at the end

Neil Gaiman is the author of many bestselling works, including the
novels Coraline and The Graveyard Book. In The Graveyard Book,
Gaiman tells the story of a boy, Nobody Owens, who grows up in the
tender care of ghosts and other ghoulish creatures in a graveyard.
Inspired by Rudyard Kipling’s The Jungle Book, the graveyard and its
inhabitants are to Nobody (Bod, for short) what the jungle and its
animals were to Mowgli.

How did you decide to set Bod’s story in, of all places, a graveyard?

Twenty-three and a half years ago | was living in Sussex in a very, very
narrow house. It was tall, thin and practically every room was on a
different floor. | had an 18-month-old son and he had a little tricycle.
You can’t really let an 18-month-old with a tricycle ride around in a
house with all these stairs because he would just go tumbling down.
We didn’t have a garden, either. But just across the lane we had a
country graveyard. | would take my son and his tricycle down all the
stairs and across the lane where he would go tricycling around the
graveyard very happily. And | would sit on the steps outside watching
him in the graveyard. One day | thought, | could do something just
like The Jungle Book!




Why The Jungle Book?

In The Jungle Book, Mowgli is abandoned in the jungle and

adopted by animals and taught the things that animals know. |
thought, “I could have a boy abandoned in a graveyard who is
taught the things that whoever lives in the graveyard knows!”

That’s quite a long while to have been thinking about writing a

book, isn’t it?

Well, | started it right away and thought, “This is such a good idea,
but | need to be a better writer” Every now and again I'd pick it up.
In 2003, Coraline had been published and also The Wolves in the
Walls. I'd had this idea for The Graveyard Book and | thought, “I’'m
not going to be any better a writer so | may as well go ahead and
write it.”

About two years ago | was on holiday. We’d fled the Minneapolis
cold and I'd gone off to Antigua. | don’t do holidays very well. I'm
great for the first two days doing things like sleeping and
swimming and being in deck chairs. But by day three | was sitting
in a deck chair and | started writing chapter four, “The Witch’s
Headstone.” My daughter had been off swimming and she got
back and she said, “What are you writing.” Then she asked,
“Would you read it to me,” and so | did. And when | finished she
asked, “What happens next?” That’s when | knew | had to keep
going.

Once | had chapter four in place, everything else was easy and |
knew what | was doing. | knew that | was going to try and build
this mad structure of a novel that would look like a short story
collection but was also a novel. And | really wanted to do
something where you get a story every two years of the
protagonist’s life. In the first story, Bod is 18 months and in the last
he is 16.




Do you have a favourite story among them?

Of all the stories in The Graveyard Book my favourite is chapter
five, “Danse Macabre,” partly because it’s not quite like the
others. And that story is this strange little thing where the dead
and the living get together in the middle of the night in this odd,
wonderful dance, and then all the living are confused and sort of
forget about [it] afterwards. There are two touchstones in terms
of authors I've loved for The Graveyard Book. The obvious one is
Rudyard Kipling, but the less obvious one is P.L. Travers’s Mary
Poppins stories. This chapter is just the sort of thing that would
happen in Mary Poppins, where everyone in town would be off
flying about and then not remember it afterward.

In the very first pages and before Bod enters the graveyard, you
talk about both the “despair and delight” Bod’s parents

experience watching their little toddler discover the world. Do
those conflicting feelings come from being a parent yourself?

Oh, being a parent is absolutely both despair and delight. The
glory of every parent is when they render themselves redundant.
The best thing about being a parent is when you’ve done your job
and you’re not needed anymore. Which is the best and also the
hardest thing. I’ve had three kids now, it’s been really fun, and two
of them have left home and one hasn’t. Once they leave home,
you know you’ve done your job right.

And speaking of children, on your blog at one point you say
of The Graveyard Book, “1t’s not a children’s book, but a book

that children will enjoy.” How do you feel about your audience
extending now to children?

| feel like | am a very lucky boy! With something like The
Graveyard Book, it’s in a very strange kind of place. Bloomsbury,
my U.K. publisher, said, “We’re not sure if it’s a children’s book,” so
they published it as both adult and as children’s. So in the U.K. it
has two ISBNs and it has two different covers. The cover on the
American one is also the adult cover in the U.K.




When | wrote Coraline and handed it in, my publisher said, “This is
an adult book.” I said, “Well, try it out on kids,” and kids loved it.
And at least in contemporary terms, Coraline has become one of
those classic-y things with awards and all. The film of it comes
next year and Stephin Merritt—of The Magnetic Fields and The
Gothic Archies—is doing a play. He’s turned Coraline into a
musical.

So Coraline is whatever Coraline is and The Graveyard Book is
whatever The Graveyard Book is. | love the idea of children
reading it, because they pay so much attention to whatever they
read. And also because it’s nice that you are probably changing
the way people think about things, and children’s books are
incredibly important in this way. With Coraline | may have gotten
kids scared of buttons, and with The Graveyard Book | hope they
are no longer scared of graveyards and such.

Since much of your story is about Bod—short for

Nobody—becoming somebody who is ready to leave the
graveyard and go out into the world, is Bod also short for

About the name: | love that Bod is contained in the word body.
And bodies are something you’d expect to find in a graveyard. His
full name may be Nobody, but he’s really Bod, and he’s definitely
not nobody. With computers, you can look at every instance that
the word nobody is being used, so | could go through the entire
book and see how and where | used the word nobody. And so
when the word nobody came up and it wasn’t referring to Bod, |
changed it instead to no one. “Nobody” in the book then only and
always refers to Bod.




Throughout your career, you’ve been fascinated with
mythologies of all sorts. Where does The Graveyard Book fall

within this interest of yours?

| think The Graveyard Book, if it is a mythology, is pretty close

to Sandman in that it’s me making up a mythology. It’s not like I’'m
taking the mythology of graveyards and exploring it. It’s more like
me asking, “What would be a great mythology of graveyard? What
would | like people to believe?” What’s fun about this, | think, is
that | make it so that nobody dead is the bad guy in this story.
There is nothing to be scared about from anyone who is dead. In
our world, walking through the graveyard is never a bad thing to
do because of the dead. It’s only potentially a bad thing to do if
there is somebody alive that will give you trouble when you are
there.

What do you think would be written on Bod’s tombstone?

| don’t think | want to come up with what’s on Bod’s tombstone.
That would mean it’s his last story and | don’t know that I’'m done
with Bod yet, so | don’t want to imagine that yet.

How about on your own tombstone?

| think right now I'd go with: Missing! Believed Under Here.




After you have read the interview
with Neil Gaiman, answer these
questions:

1. What is the name of another book that Neil Gaiman has
written?

2. What inspired Gaiman to write The Graveyard Book?

3. What made Gaiman continue writing The Graveyard Book?

4. How old is Bod at the start of the story and at the end?




5. What’s Gaiman’s favourite chapter in the book?

6. Why is this his favourite?

7. What two authors inspired The Graveyard Book?

8. How many children does Gaiman have?

9. How many versions of The Graveyard Book are there in the

UK and why?




10. What does Gaiman hope children will not be scared of after
reading the novel?

11. Why does Gaiman like Bod’s name so much?




Meet the author!

Joseph Rudyard Kipling was born in India in 1865. He travelled widely
during his life, living in England, India, the United States and South
Africa.

During his second visit to India, from 1882-1889, he worked as a
journalist, keeping exhaustive notes about life in the country. These
notes became the basis of many books including the children’s story
The Jungle Book.

Kipling was an immensely popular author during his lifetime,
producing a vast amount of novels, poems, a semi-autobiographical
story and several collections of short stories. The Disney version of
The Jungle Book became one of the most popular children’s films of
all time. He received the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1907.




Summary

A very young boy, called Mowgli lives in the jungle. Shere
Khan, the tiger, wants to look after him, and so do the
wolves. Akela, the wolf leader, decides that Mowgli will
stay with the wolves. Baloo the bear and Bagheera the
panther also look after him. Mowgli stays in the jungle for
ten years. When Akela becomes old, Shere Khan thinks he
might now get Mowgli with the help of the young wolves
who don' like him. Mowgli defends himself by throwing
fire at his enemies, but he must leave the jungle. He says
goodbye sadly to his friends and family and goes to live in

the village.

How many similarities or differences to

The Graveyard Book can you find in the
Jungle Book summary?

SIMILARITIES TO THE DIFFERENCES TO THE
GRAVEYARD BOOK GRAVEYARD BOOK




Here are some quotes from The Jungle Book,
they all link directly to The Graveyard Book!
Next to them write about what you think they
link to in Gaiman’s book. Look at the example
below.

“Thou art of the Bod was always

Jungle and not of told that he was

the Jungle. And | part of the

am only a black graveyard but
also of the

panther. But | love human world —

thee, Little this sounds like

Brother.” Silas who helps
Bod.

“And it is |, Raksha [The
Demon], who answers.
The man’s cub is mine,
Lungri-mine to me! He
shall not be killed. He
shall live to run with the
Pack and to hunt with
the Pack; and in the end,
look you, hunter of little
naked cubs—frog-eater—
fish-killer—he shall hunt
thee!”




“The air was full of all the
night noises that, taken
together, make one big
silence...”

“NOW this is the Law of
the Jungle — as old and
as true as the sky;

And the Wolf that shall
keep it may prosper, but
the Wolf that shall break
it must die.”

“Even the tiger runs and
hides when little Tabaqui
goes mad, for madness is
the most disgraceful
thing that can overtake a
wild creature.”

21



What do you know
about Mowgli?

What are their similarities and differences?
Why did Gaiman base Bod on Mowgli?

What do you know
about Nobody
Owens?

NOBOD OWENS

22



How to write a book review in
five easy steps!

Here are some tips and hints for writing your own book review — write
one for The Graveyard Book!

1. Start with a couple of sentences describing what the book is
about

But without giving any spoilers or revealing plot twists! As a
general rule, try to avoid writing in detail about anything that
happens from about the middle of the book onwards. If the
book is part of a series, it can be useful to mention this, and
whether you think you'd need to have read other books in the
series to enjoy this one.

23



2. Discuss what you particularly liked about the book

Focus on your thoughts and feelings about the story and the way
it was told. You could try answering a couple of the following
guestions:

*Who was your favourite character and why?

*Did the characters feel real to you?

*What was your favourite part of the book and why?

*Did the story keep you guessing?

*Were certain types of scene written particularly well — for
example sad scenes, tense scenes, mysterious ones...?

*Did the book make you laugh or cry?

*Did the story grip you and keep you turning the pages?

3. Mention anything you disliked about the book

Talk about why you think it didn't work for you. For example:
Did you wish the ending hasn’t been a cliffhanger because you
found it frustrating?

Did you find it difficult to care about a main character, and could
you work out why?

Was the story too scary for your liking, or did it focus on a theme
you didn’t find interesting?

4. Round up your review

Summarise some of your thoughts on the book by suggesting the
type of reader you'd recommend the book to. For example:
younger readers, older readers, fans of relationship
drama/mystery stories/comedy. Are there any books or series you
would compare it to?

5. You can give the book a rating, for example a mark out of five or
ten, if you like!




Here’s a book review for the Guardian by Patrick Ness (he wrote A
Monster Calls, which we will be studying later in year 7!) Go through
and highlight moments where Ness uses the five book review rules.

Support The Guardian Search jobs '@ Signin O, Search The UK edition v

Available for everyone, funded by readers G d o
uardian

News Opinion Sport Lifestyle More v

Film Music TV & radio Books Art & design Stage Games Classical

Childrenand  Ghost stories Acvertiselent

teenagers X Ads by Google
Neil Gaiman's tales from the crypt are a deathly delight, says -
Patrick Ness Ead foedbeck

Patrick Ness he Graveyard Book begins, as so many children's novels seem to do

Sat 25 Oct 2008 00.01 these days, with a multiple murder. A mysterious character known

BaT only as "the man Jack" sneaks into a family home and kills mum,

fFllwi®) S dad and older sister. When he reaches the nursery, however, the
8

family's two-year-old son is missing, having scooted out mischievously into
the night. The man Jack, whose silence and hunting skills seem not quite of
this world, follows the scent of the boy to a nearby disused graveyard.

Advertisement

Where something strange happens. The community of the dead in the

graveyard hide the boy from the killer, and the shady Silas - not quite dead, I ’
but not quite alive either - takes the man Jack aside, escorts him calmly out mmgrse. ('
of the graveyard and erases his memory. The boy is adopted by the Victorian )Oll{:se lf in Home
ghosts of Mr and Mrs Owens, and Silas appoints himself the boy's guardian, gua “,:) . delivery
as he's the only one who can leave the graveyard and bring back food. For _]()lll'n(lhsm available

B ) -

Silas knows that the man Jack will not rest in his hunt. g -

We are deep in Neil Gaiman territory here, and it's hard to think of a more
delightful and scary place to spend 300 pages. Mrs Owens names the boy
Nobody, "Bod" for short, and in each successive chapter Bod is another two
years older, growing from infant to young teenager through a series of not
always connected adventures.

From the start, Bod is given "the Freedom of the Graveyard", allowing him to
learn nifty ghost tricks such as the Fade, where he can disappear from sight
even when someone is looking right at him. For his own safety, he's not
allowed to leave the grounds, but there is plenty to explore, including an
ancient grave where the slithering Sleer await the return of "The Master", the
dangerous "ghoulgate”, which leads to a terrifyingly chaotic otherworld, and
the unconsecrated part of the graveyard where Bod befriends the ghost of a
young witch named Liza.

Most viewed

Top US immunologist quits
health role over Trump

Bod also makes a human friend, the precocious Scarlett, who assumes Bod "
Covid response

must be imaginary because her parents tell her so. She moves away and the
young Bod is heartbroken. As the years pass, he longs for human company
and finally convinces guardian Silas to allow him to attend the local school.
Once there, Bod uses his graveyard powers to stand up to a bully, but with
unexpected consequences. Scarlett re-enters his life, but who is the courtly
older man wooing Scarlett's mother? Has the man Jack succeeded in finding
Bod again?

Scientists win Nobel
chemistry prize for 'genetic
scissors'

Live White House doctor
says Trump has been Covid
symptom-free for 24 hours -
Gaiman's narratives tend toward the episodic, and there are chapters of The live
Graveyard Book that could stand alone as discrete short stories. All the better
for reading at bedtime, though, and what's lost in forward momentum is
more than made up for by the outrageous riches of Gaiman's imagination.
Every page is crowded with invention, both funny and scary, such as the
dour Miss Lupescu, who comes to teach Bod unpleasant lessons, or the final
mythology of why Bod is being hunted. Gaiman's villains are a creation so
creepy I would happily read a whole other novel just about them. And yes,
they are indeed a pack of terrifying murderers, but children's books have
always been filled with death - you can't have an orphan without at least two
dead people, after all - and Gaiman's ultimate lesson is exactly right: get to
know it, make friends with it, then forget about it and live your life.

Golden Dawn leader and ex-
MPs found guilty in
landmark trial

Texas doctor, 28, dies of

A\ Covid: 'She wore the same
mask for weeks, if not
months'
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Now it’s your turn to write a book review for The Graveyard
Book!
Are there any ideas you’d like to steal from Patrick Ness’ review?

1. Start with a couple of sentences describing what the
book is about

2. Discuss what you liked about the book.




3. Mention anything you disliked about the book

4. Round up your review

5. You can give the book a rating, for example a mark out of five or
ten, if you like!
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Book and create your own character profile:

Description:

Actions taken by the character:

Character at start of story: /‘\

Draw your character here.

Word helshe speaks:

»,

Character traits:

How did the character change
over time?
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Final “fight” for goal (climax)

Conflict(s) and Success or failure

obstacle(s)

Denouement
/ resolution

Goal / yearning
Introduced
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What do you think makes a really good
story opening? Make a list here:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
? CONVERSAT,O N?
o pOIECTVE
N
™
OF THE ACTION?

STARTING IN THE MIDDLE
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“They say that just before you
die your whole life flashes
before your eyes, but that’s
not how it happened for me.”
— Before | Fall, by Lauren
Oliver

Read through these book
openings.

Which one is your favourite
and why?

“Blue Sargent had forgotten
how many times she’d been
told that she would kill her
true love.”

— The Raven Boys, by Maggie
Stiefvater

“They say death aims only
once and never misses, but |
doubt Ty Yorkshire thought it
would strike with a scrubbing
brush.”

—Under a Painted Sky, by
Stacey Lee

“I had just come to accept
that my life would be ordinary
when extraordinary things
began to happen.”

— Miss Peregrine’s Home for
Peculiar Children, by Ransom

Riggs

“I’'m a senior at Cesar Chavez
High in San Francisco’s sunny
Mission district, and that
makes me one of the most
surveilled people in the
world.”

— Little Brother, by Cory
Doctorow

“We went to the moon to
have fun, but the moon
turned out to completely
suck.”

— Feed, by M.T. Anderson

“The rain poured down on
London so hard that it seemed
that it was dancing spray,
every raindrop contending
with its fellows for supremacy
in the air and waiting to splash
down.”

— Dodger, by Terry Pratchett


http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/before-i-fall-lauren-oliver/1100151137?ean=9780061726811
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/miss-peregrines-home-for-peculiar-children-ransom-riggs/1100388567?ean=9781594746031
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/miss-peregrines-home-for-peculiar-children-ransom-riggs/1100388567?ean=9781594746031
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/little-brother-cory-doctorow/1100352914?ean=9780765323118
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-raven-boys-maggie-stiefvater/1108800491?ean=9780545424929
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/feed-m-t-anderson/1100305951?ean=9780763662622
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/dodger-terry-pratchett/1108621129?ean=9780062009517
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/under-a-painted-sky-stacey-lee/1119671447?ean=9780399168031

Can you do a better job than
Neil Gaiman?

Here’s the opening of The Graveyard
Book, read through it to remind
yourself of it —then, have a go at
rewriting it to make it better! You
might want to write it from a different
perspective, or in the style of another
author that you like (how would Terry
Pratchett have written this? Or how

w%uld Suzanne Collins have written
it

CHAPTER 1
How Nobody Came to the Graveyard

There was a hand in the darkness, and it held a knife. The knife
had a handle of polished black bone, and a blade finer and
sharper than any razor. If it sliced you, you might not even know
you had been cut, not immediately.

the knife had done almost everything it was brought to
that house to do, and both the blade and the handle were wet.

the street door was still open, just a little, where the knife
and the man who held it had slipped in, and wisps of night-time
mist slithered and twined into the house through the open
door.

The man Jack paused on the landing. With his left hand he
pulled a large white handkerchief from the pocket of his black
coat, and with it he wiped off the knife and his gloved right
hand which had been holding it; then he put the handkerchief
away. The hunt was almost over.



My opening of The Graveyard Book




The Gothic Recommended Reading List
Read Star Rating Review done

Lord Loss - Darren Shad D ** * ** D
Killer Camera - Anthony Horowitz D ** * ** D
Burnt - Anthony Horowitz D ** * ** D
Cirque du Freak - Darren Shan D ***** D
The Sorceress- Celia Rees D ** ﬁ ﬁ* D
Death of a Ghost - Charles Butler D ** * ** D
Hauntings - Susan Price D ** * ** D
The Ghost of Thomas Kemp - Susan Hill D ***** D
His Dark Materials Trilogy- Philip Pullman D ** * ** D
Guantanamo Boy - Anna Perera D ** * ** D
Macbeth Graphic Novel D ***** D
Seraphina and the Black Cloak- R. Beatty D ** *** D
Ambitious Reads Read Star Rating Review done
The Psychopath Test - John Ronson D ** * ** D
Bone Collector’s Son - Paul Yee D ***** D
The Yellow Wallpaper - C.P. Gilman D ** * ** D
The Hound of the Baskervilles - A. C. Doyle D ***** D
The Howling Tower - Michael Coleman D ** *** D
The Bunker Diaries- Kevin Brooks D ﬁ* ﬁ ** D
After the Fire - Will Hill | AR A A AgHs ]
Stags- M.A. Bennett D ** * ** D
Orange Boy-Patrice Lawrence D *** ** D
Wide Sargasso Sea- Jean Rhys D ***** D
Jane Eyre- Charlotte Bronte D ***** D
Solitaire- Alice Osman D *** ** D

Don’t forget to write a review and

recommend a book which you’ve enjoyed!




It’s incredibly important to be able to spell and use

punctuation effectively and correctly — not just in English,
but in all subjects!

Have a go at the following Key Stage 3 SPaG test — the
answers are at the end of this booklet. Some of the
answers contain tips to help you if you didn’t get it right.

SPaG Practice TEST
Grammar, punctuation and spelling

Short answer questions.

This test emulates the current Key Stage 3 SPaG test to help students
familiarise themselves with the format and types of questions they
might see.
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Commas can be used to clarify the meaning of a
sentence. Put commas in the appropriate places in the
following sentences.

She however wanted to visit the exhibition.

A large whale which had beached itself in the Thames

was rescued and towed out to sea.

2 marks
n Put a colon in the correct place in the sentence.
I have three horses an elderly mare (called Ruby),
and two younger horses, Lucas and Sylvie.
1 mark

The sentence below uses the active voice. Which is the
correct passive form of the sentence? Tick the box.

The storm surge smashed the little boats into
matchwood.

In the storm surge, the waves smashed the little
boats to matchwood.

The waves of the storm surge smashed the little
boats.

The little boats were smashed into matchwood by
the storm surge.

The storm surge caused the smashing of the little
boats.

1 mark
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n Use a connective or a connective phrase to complete
the second sentence below.

Jess wanted to be an actress. , she

was too nervous to go on stage. 1 mark

Complete the table by adding a synonym and an antonym.
One has been done for you.

synonym antonym

happy blissful miserable

clever

angry

1 mark

n Choose a preposition to complete each sentence and
write it in the space. Use each preposition only once.

to on from with
The decoration must be placed the cake.
This chocolate is different my usual choice.
This hat is dear compared that one.
My coat is similar the one you wear. —
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Put a semicolon in the correct place in the sentence
below.

I have to write my story with a pen my sister, however,

is allowed to use the laptop.

1 mark

n Write the correct contraction for the underlined words in

the space beside them.

You should not have (___ ) come

home on your own so late. It is ( ) very

dangerous, and if I had ( ) known you

were going to, I would have ( ) given

you the money for a taxi. —

n Show which adverb is which by ticking the correct box.

adverb of adverb of adverb of | adverb of
time manner frequency place
happily
inside
yesterday
seldom

1 mark
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Make the noun into an expanded noun phrase by adding
information. One has been done for you.

tree the tall pine tree on the long promontory
theatre
bird
cloud
1 mark
k@ Write the infinitive form of the verb in the table. One has
been done for you.
verb infinitive
running, ran, runs |to run
did, done
have, had
was, am
1 mark

Re-write the sentence below in the past simple tense.

Whenever I go to the beach to have a holiday, I

always enjoy the time I spend with my relations.

1 mark

39



This sentence is written in the personal form. Tick the box of

the correct impersonal form.

[ think that it's wrong to waste resources as it's bad for

the environment.

I don’t like waste, it's wrong and bad.

Wasting resources seems bad to me.

The waste of resources is wrong, and bad for the environment.

I save the environment by not wastlng resources.

Write an example of each type of noun in the boxes.

abstract noun

common noun

collective noun

proper noun

Tick the box to show which pronoun is which.

relative
pronoun

personal
pronoun

possessive
pronoun

‘That’s not your ice cream, it’s
mine!’ shouted Bob.

Show me the girl who teased you.

James decided he had had
enough to eat.

1 mark

2 marks

1 mark
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This sentence is made up of a main clause (in italics)

and a subordinate clause (underlined).

The sea at Barfleur, which is always very clean, meets

the European Blue Flag standard all year round.

Add a subordinate clause to the main clause below.

London,

has many attractions for visitors.

1 mark

Tick which type of conjunction is being used in each sentence.

co-ordinating
conjunction

subordinating
conjunction

[ like sitting outside when the
weather is warm and sunny.

Please either wipe your shoes
or take them off.

've never enjoyed netball
despite being quite good at it.

I don'’t like coffee but I do like
tea.

1 mark
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18

Underline the correct form of the verb in each set of
brackets.

My mum and dad ( was / were ) going on holiday
without us for the first time.

Everyone (is / are ) entitled to a voucher for 10% off
the price of their book.

The government ( have / has ) made changes to the
legislation.

The herd of deer ( look / looks ) very majestic.

Nobodg ( want | wants ) to see war in their country. G
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ANSWERS



TES SPaG KS3 PRACTICE TEST — answer sheet

Answers for the TES SPaG KS3 PRACTICE TEST are given below. Where an
alternative answer is possible it is flagged. Tips for students who get a question
wrong are also included.

1 Commas can be used to clarify the meaning of a sentence. Put commas in
the appropriate places in the following sentences.

She, however, wanted to visit the exhibition.

A large whale, which had beached itself in the Thames, was rescued and
towed out to sea.

2 Put a colon in the correct place in the sentence.

| have three horses: an elderly mare (called Ruby), and two younger
horses, Lucas and Sylvie.

3 The sentence below uses the active voice. Which is the correct passive
form of the sentence? Tick the box.

The storm surge smashed the little boats into matchwood.

In the storm surge, the waves smashed the little
boats to matchwood.

The waves of the storm surge smashed the little
boats.

The little boats were smashed into matchwood v
by the storm surge.

The storm surge caused the smashing of the little
boats.

TIP:

An active voice sentence is usually constructed ‘subject — verb — predicate’,
and a sentence in the passive voice is constructed ‘subject — passive verb —
agent'.
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4 Use a connective or a connective phrase to complete the sentence below.

Jess wanted to be an actress. However / Nevertheless / Despite this she
was too nervous to go on stage.

TIP:

A subordinate clause introduced by ‘however’ or ‘despite this’ is known as a
clause of concession, where the main clause is modified by a contrasting
point of view.

5 Complete the table by adding a synonym and an antonym. One has been
done for you.

synonym antonym

happy | blissful, content miserable, unhappy

clever | wise, intelligent dim, unintelligent

angry | cross, irate pleased, calm

Examples are given; accept any adjectives that are appropriate.

6 Choose a preposition to complete each sentence and write it in the space.
Use each preposition only once.

The decoration must be placed on the cake.

This chocolate is different from my usual choice.

This hat is dear compared with that one.

My coat is similar to the one you wear.

TIP:

The terms ‘similar to’ and ‘different from’ can be used in the same spirit as
‘nearer to’ and ‘further from’. The former case is to do with the degree of
likeness between two objects or concepts, and in the latter it is the degree of
difference. ‘Compare to’ is also correct, since you can compare something
both with and to another thing, but in the above case, ‘to’ can only be used
once so ‘compare with’ is the answer here.
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7 Put a semicolon in the correct place in the sentence below.

| have to write my story with a pen; my sister, however, is allowed to use
the laptop.

TIP:

Semicolons can be used to avoid comma splicing (separating two related
main clauses with a comma). An appropriate conjunction could be used
instead of a semicolon.

8 Write the correct contraction for the underlined words in the space beside
them.

You should not have (shouldn’t have) come home on your own so late.

would have (I would’ve / I'd have) given you the money for a taxi.
TIP:

A common mistake with contractions is to use ‘would of, ‘could of and
‘should of.

9 Show which adverb is which by ticking the box.

adverb of adverb of adverb of adverb of
time manner frequency place

happily v

inside v
yesterday v

seldom \/

TIP:

Adverbs are classified depending on their function in the sentence. The type
of adverb can also give its name to the clause it introduces: e.g. an ‘adverbial
clause of manner’, or an ‘adverbial clause of time'.
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10 Make the noun into an expanded noun phrase by adding information. One
has been done for you.

expanded noun phrase

tree the tall pine tree on the long promontory

theatre | the old theatre at the corner of High Street

bird a white-winged bird on the branch

cloud a fluffy cloud in the azure sky

Examples only are given: look for the use of an adjective or two before the
noun, and perhaps a prepositional phrase after it.

11 Write the infinitive form of the verb in the table. One has been done for
you.

verb infinitive
Running, ran, runs to run
did, done to do
have, had to have
was, am to be

TIP:

The infinitive is the unchanging form of the verb, preceded by ‘to’. It is often
the root form, from which the verb is conjugated. The verbs ‘to be’ and ‘to
have’ are also auxiliary verbs which are used to form tenses.

12 Re-write the sentence below in the past simple tense.

Whenever | go to the beach to have a holiday, | always enjoy the time | spend
with my relations.

Whenever | go (went) to the beach to have a holiday, | always enjoy
(enjoyed) the time | spend (spent) with my relations.
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13 This sentence is written in the personal form. Tick the box of the correct
impersonal form.

| think that it's wrong to waste resources as it's bad for the environment.

| don'’t like waste, it's wrong and bad.

Wasting resources seems bad to me.

The waste of resources is wrong, and bad for the environment. | /

| save the environment by not wasting resources.

TIP:

The impersonal form is often used in science writing, to divorce the writer’s
personality, views or agency from a scientific fact.

14 Write an example of each type of noun in the boxes below.

abstract noun goodness, bravery
common noun [ silk, book
collective noun pride, herd

proper noun Joe, Bristol

Accept any appropriate noun.

15 Tick the box to show which pronoun is which.

relative personal possessive
pronoun pronoun pronoun
‘That's not your ice cream, it's d

mine!’ shouted Bob.

Show me the girl who teased v
you.

James decided he had had v
enough to eat.

TIP:

The word ‘my’ when used after a noun (‘'my book’) is a possessive pronoun (also
called a possessive determiner).
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16 This sentence is made up of a main clause (in italics) and a subordinate
clause (underlined).

The sea at Barfleur, which is always very clean, meets the European Blue
Flag standard all year round.

Add a subordinate clause to the main clause below.
London, although it is rather crowded, has many attractions for visitors.

Accept any appropriate subordinate clause.

17 Tick which type of conjunction is being used in each sentence.

co-ordinating | subordinating
conjunction conjunction

| like sitting outside when the weather is e

warm and sunny.

Please either wipe your shoes or take v

them off.

I've never enjoyed netball despite being %

quite good at it.

| don't like coffee but | do like tea. v

TIP;

Co-ordinating conjunctions join two main clauses of equal weight. Subordinating
conjunctions join a main to a dependent clause, where the meaning of the
dependent clause is not complete without referral to the main clause.

18 Underline the correct form of the verb in each set of brackets.

My mum and dad were going on holiday without us for the first time.

Everyone is entitled to a voucher for 10% off the price of their book.

The government has made changes to the legislation.
The herd of deer looks very majestic.
Nobody wants to see war in their country.

TIP:

Collective and group nouns can cause confusion when it comes to deciding the
number of the verb and whether it should be singular or plural. In example four
above, ‘The herd of deer run’ would be incorrect because the collective noun
‘herd’ (meaning one herd) takes the singular verb ‘runs’. You can show this by
putting ‘herds’ in the plural, which requires the plural verb: The herds of deer run.
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