Human Rights

Human Rights — o fundarmental right that
avary parson is entitled to have, to be or
to dao.

Evropean Court of Human Rights — the
Eurcpean court which hears cases where
peaple feel thaeir human rights howve been
breached,

International Humanitariaon Laws — lows
which cover the tredatment of civilians and
prisoners of war, as well as setfing out
wehrat is illegal in a conflict,

Torlure - inflicting severe pain or sufiering
an SOMmeons as a punishment or in arder
to farce them to do or say sameathing.
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Key agreements and freafies

The role of international law in conflict situvations

Within o conflict there are certain lows which ore supposed to be adhered to, There ore bvo very important

Infernational Homanitarkion Lomws:

The Genewva Conftentions — ariginally signed to ensure the help for wounded soldiers by local people, but they
weare extended ofter WW1 ond WW2 o include protection for civilions, the banning of chemical and
iological weaapons, landminas, loser weapons, cluster munitions and the protection of children in amed

confict.

The Hogue Conventicn — deals with the conduoct of warfoire.

If individuals/governments viclofe internaticnal humanitaran lows, they con be fried for war crirnes at the
Infemational Crirminal Court in The Hogue (Metherlonds).

Legal rights: When can |.....7?

Democracy - refers to o systerm of government,
where the citizens are atle to vote in regular ond
fair elections for representatives, whio will make
laows and decisions on ther behalf.

Representative democracy - When fhe cifizens of
a country elect representatives to make decisions
an their behalf.

Direct democracy - Where the people decide on
the palicy directly, for example through o vote or
referendum on each ssue.

Rule of law - whers no one is obove the low ina
country, and all citizens are entitled to o fair friol
where thay are innocent until proven guilty,
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Types of government




For

Against

A) Currently a young person from the
age of 16 has a legal right to get
married and join the armed forces
(but not fight). If they’re able to

take on these serious
responsibilities surely they should
be allowed to vote.

B) People believe that the ages for
making these important decisions
should be raised to 18 rather than
lower the voting age.




