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This booklet is to help you and your parents decide which subjects 
you are going to study in Years 10 and 11. 
 
During Years 7, 8 and 9 most subjects are compulsory, that means 
they have to be studied because together they make up the       
National Curriculum. We call these years National Curriculum Key 
Stage 3. Years 10 and 11 are called Key Stage 4. At this stage, the 
National Curriculum still requires all  pupils to continue their study 
of essential subjects. This is very sensible  because it means    
pupils do not close doors to future job opportunities or Further   
Education courses. 
 
Next year pupils starting Key Stage 4 will continue to learn: 
 
 English Language & Literature   
 Maths        
 Science 

 
Students will also study PE, RS, PHSE/RHSE  IT and 
Citizenship but will not necessarily be examined in these subjects.
    
Most of these subjects may be studied to GCSE level or          
equivalent.  Some students will be guided towards studying the 
English Baccalaureate. 
 
Students will have the opportunity to choose up to 4 options      
depending upon the combination of  subjects chosen and their   
ability.  
    
 History     Dance 
 Geography     Acting 
 Citizenship     Music  
 Spanish and French    Textiles 
 BTEC Level 2 Sport    Graphic Design 
 Separate Sciences    Photography 
 Computer Science    Fine Art 
¶ RS/Philosophy and Ethics            Film Studies 

Three Dimensional Design   Hospitality & Catering 
 

 
It is important that pupils follow a broad curriculum in order that 
their subject choices for further study and their career options are 
not limited later on. It is not always possible to study some subjects 
at 16+ if they have not been studied at Key Stage 4. 
 
Please note:  It is important that students/parents understand 
that we shall do our best to provide classes in all subjects that 
are offered, but if there are not enough pupils wanting to take 
a subject, we may be unable to run that class.  We aim to give 
as many first choices wherever possible but will offer back up 
choices  if a particular option is oversubscribed. We are also 
mindful that we have limited specialist staff in some subjects. 
We will not run classes if we do not have specialist staff to 
teach that subject. Places in the Separate Science class will 
be allocated by teacher judgement after careful consideration 
of a range of Yr 9 formative and summative assessments. 

INTRODUCTION 

Wayne Thiebaud, American, B:1920 
Cakes number 1, 1967 

Pastel & graphite on paper. 
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When making choices about what you are going to study ï remember: 
 
Do choose a subject because: 
 

¶ You like it. 

¶ You are good at it. 

¶ You have found out it will be useful in the career or job  
        you have in mind. 

¶  It goes well with your other choices. 
 
Do not: 
 

¶ Copy your friends ï you may all end up in different groups       
anyway. 

¶ Choose a subject because you like the teacher you have 
now, you may have a different teacher next year. 

¶ Choose a subject just because it is new ï new does not 
mean easy. 

 
Remember it may not be possible for you to do all of your preferred       
subjects if, either insufficient numbers of students choose a subject or, 
the combination of subjects cannot be timetabled. You may need to be 
prepared to make compromises so that you have a balanced          
curriculum.  You will need to choose 3 reserve subjects. 
 
It is particularly important to think carefully when choosing what to 
study. Think about the kind of person you are and what type of       
subjects you enjoy most.  Remember some subjects require a lot of 
written work and others need practical skills. 
 
As a school with a Visual and Performing Arts specialism, we expect 
all students to take one creative subject. 
 
Targets 
 
During Key Stage 3 you have taken CATs tests or Cognitive Abilities 
Tests. Recently you have taken exam papers in English, Maths and 
Science. The results of these tests will help teachers assess how 
much progress you have made during Key Stage 3 and can be used to 
predict your GCSE results in Year 11. They will also be used to advise 
you on appropriate career choices, your pathways subjects and      
ensure that in Year 10 and 11 you are correctly placed in subjects 
which organise teaching classes by ability. 
 
Results of examinations and assessments will need to be considered  
before making your final option choices. 
 
 

MAKING CHOICES 

Fred Tomasselli, American, B:1956 
Study for Expulsion, 2000 

Printed paper, leaves, pills, acrylic, photo collage, resin. 
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PROGRESS 8 
AND ATTAINMENT 8 

 

What are Progress 8 and Attainment 8?  
 
Schools are now judged on: 

1. Progress 8.  A score based on the progress students have made in their best 8 subjects and this will be 
the main performance indicator for a school.  Progress is measured from Key Stage 2 levels to GCSE 
exam results. The importance of English and Maths is maintained, as the score for these subjects is     
doubled. 

 

2. Attainment 8.  A score based upon the final GCSE grades in your best 8 subjects. 

3. The English Baccalaureate (which includes English/Maths/Science/MFL, Humanities and Computer      
Science). 

 

To get into our Sixth Form students will need to gain the higher grades especially in English and Maths.   

 

The Government have made it compulsory for Sixth Form students to continue to study Maths and/or English 
GCSE if they do not achieve at least a Grade 4 in Year 11.  

 

 

 

 

 Harold Pinter by Justin Mortimer 1992 
British, B:1970 
Oil on canvas 
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There are some GCSEôs that you will only be recommended to study if you have reached a particular level.  
This is because we know that you need to have shown a certain amount of ability in some subjects, for 
example English and Maths, to be able to access the content of these GCSE courses. If you are not sure    
ask your subject teachers or Tutor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PERSONALISED PATHWAYS 

¶ We recommend that you could consider taking separate sciences if you are a more able scientist. 
¶ Talk to Mr Francis about the music course and see if you would be suited to it if you have not had 

instrumental lessons. 
¶ We recommend that to take Humanities subjects, you have shown an aptitude for that 
 subject and feel confident when being asked to complete extended pieces of writing. 
¶ We would recommend that you continue with the language that you have been studying since Year 

7. Community Languages can be taken as additional GCSEôs in Yr 11. 
¶ We will recommend that you take at least one specialist subject, it is the expectation that all pupils 

take either a Performing or Visuals Art Option. You can only take ONE Visual Arts subject but 
could possibly take more than one Performing Arts subject.  

¶ If you are a Bursary student we would expect you to take your subject of expertise in Key  
 Stage 4 as one of your Choices. 
¶ If you are interested in Computer Science we would recommend that you are a competent  
 mathematician. 

 
More Able Students  

 
   Majority of Students 
 
 
                                                       Less Able Students 

 
 
                                                                                                  

1 
English 

 

5 
 
 

 
 

All students 
will study 

English Language, 
Literature and Maths 

All students will 
study Double  

Science and so will 
need ONE more  
subject that will fill 

bucket 5 

Al 
All students will 
be expected to take  
at least ONE 
creative subject 

2 
Maths 

 

6 
 
 

3 
Science 

 

4 
Science 

 

7 
 
 

8 
 
 

At least 9 subjects that include EBacc                     

8 subjects with additional literacy 
and numeracy intervention if needed 

At least 9 subjects inc either a Hums/MFL/CS                     
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GCSE 
 
The majority of subjects offered in the Key Stage 4 curriculum are available 
to GCSE Level. You will read more of the individual subject requirements in 
the second half of this booklet. 
 
The General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE) aims to help all   
pupils show what they know, understand and can do. There is much         
emphasis on practical work and oral work. Examinations will test whether you 
understand what you have been taught and whether you can apply it to the 
everyday world, as well as whether you can memorise facts and present 
them properly. 
 
The Government re-structured GCSE courses a few years ago.           
All GCSEôs will have an exam at the end of the course. 
 
Excellent attendance and consistent, well-organised work throughout Key 
Stage 4 are an essential part of successful GCSE work. A very important  
target for the majority of pupils is the achievement of 9 GCSE grades at 9-5, 
including English Language and Maths. 
 
The grading scale uses numbers 1-9 to identify levels of performance with    
9 being the top grade. 
 
In the Final Examination in some subjects, there will be a choice of papers or 
questions to suit your ability.  Your teachers will advise you which tiered 
paper you will be entered for in due course. 
 
Cost of materials trips and visits in some subjects 
 
In Visual Arts subjects you will have to buy a sketchbook to record your 
coursework. A number of subjects will broaden the GCSE content by        
including theatre visits and fieldwork.  
 
You may sometimes be asked to make a contribution to such trips, if you can. 
 
BTECs 
 
The Government changed the equivalencies of the BTEC  qualifications a 
couple of years ago. The BTECs that we offer at Norwood are now worth one 
GCSE. You can take up to 2 approved BTECs. 

 

PUBLIC EXAMINATIONS 

Jenny Holzer, American, B:1950 
SOFTER, Bleinheim Palace 

Light installation, 2017 
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C̙̙̈̌̌̚ E̛̜̖̋̊̈̐̕ ъ G̜̐̋̈̊̌̕ 
F̖̙ P̛̙̈̌̕̚ 

 Parentsðyou can help by: 
 
 
¶ Giving positive feedback when your 

child does something well at school, at 
home or through their hobbies and  
interests. 

¶ Listening carefully to their ideas and 
future plans. 

¶ Encouraging family and friends to talk 
about their experiences of work. 

¶ Encouraging them to try out new     
experiences ï joining groups/activities/ 
Saturday jobs. 

¶ Helping them to go to organised      
careers events, visit careers libraries 
and take part in work experience. 

¶ Giving advice without pressure. 
¶ Familiarising yourself with our Careers 

Strategy and Unifrog.(Please see the 
website) 

The school will help by providing Careers    
Education and Guidance, which will enable 
students to: 
 
¶ Make preference choices for Year 10 in 

Year 9. 
¶ Find out about Options at 16/19  

including the Norwood School 6th        
Form, apprenticeships and T Levels 

¶ Find out about the world of work or jobs. 
¶ Match interests and abilities to career 

ideas. 
¶ Use careers libraries and careers  
 Information on UNIFROG 
¶ Make decisions about the future. 
¶ Draw up a career action plan. 
¶ Apply for courses/training/or jobs. 
¶ Go for interviews with confidence. 
¶ Seek further help when they leave 

school. 

As a parent you are entitled to: 
 
¶ Know how your son/daughterôs progress at school will affect their decisions. 
¶ Talk to the careers teacher or careers advisor to find out information about careers. Staff will be 

available to speak to the pupils and parents at Year 9 Parentsô Evening. 
¶ Come to parentsô evenings or events which discuss Careers Education and Guidance. 
¶ Attend your son/daughterôs careers interview, if you wish, especially if your child has SEN needs 
¶ See a copy of his/her career action plan on Unifrog. 
¶ Find out more about how you can support your child at this time. 

USEFUL CONTACTS 
 

Senior Deputy Head Teacher                                   -         Ms Nicholas nicholas.j@thenorwoodschool.org  
Senior Line Manager for Year 9     
                               
Head of Year 9      - Mr Oxford oxford.j@thenorwoodschool.org 
 
Deputy Head of Year     - Mr Murphy murphy.r@thenorwoodschool.org  
 
Careers Advisor      - Ms Boyle boyle.a@thenorwoodschool.org 
       

Form Tutors  

9RPI Mr Pierson pierson.r@thenorwoodschool.org         
9DRO Mr Rogers rogers.d@thenorwoodschool.org 
9IKA Ms Ahmed ahmed.i@thenorwoodschool.org 
9ALE Mr Lever lever.a@thenorwoodschool.org 
9BPA Mr Parsons parsons.b@thenorwoodschool.org and Mr Jacobs Jacobs.m@thenorwoodschool.org 
9LGO Ms Goodman goodman.l@thenorwoodschool.org 
 
Co Tutors 
Ms Liddiard liddiard.i@thenorwoodschool.org 
Ms Dessi dessi.c@thenorwoodschool.org 
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LOOKING AHEAD TO THE 
NORWOOD SIXTH FORM 

After GCSEôs and Key Stage 4 
 
 
We are delighted that students will have our flourishing Norwood Sixth Form to 
look forward to after Key Stage 4. All pupils are now expected to carry on with 
their education after their GCSEs. There is a lot of choice in terms of the courses 
that can be taken. Your GCSEôs provide a foundation for these further courses 
and during Year 11 you will plan for your next stage. 
 
 
 
As part of the rich and varied Sixth Form provision here at The Norwood 
School we offer a range of ópathwaysô that include ófamiliesô of subjects that we 
know will guide you on your journey to University or an apprenticeship. ñFamiliesò 
of subjects create groups of subjects that will often complement one another and 
will be the kind of  qualifications we know top universities and employers are   
looking for. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to study A Levels, will need at least 6 GCSEs Grade 5 or above 
including English and Maths.  Find out more on the website. 
 
 
Specialist Pathways 
The Arts Pathway (Acting, Dance, Music, Film Studies, Graphics,  
Fashion, Art and Photography) 
 
Vocational Pathways (Sport and Leisure,  IT and Business, and Greenhouse 
Basketball). Post 16 routes are Vocational or Academic, but it is also possible to 
select from both routes in order to keep your options open. Through a vocational 
route, pupils will study a course which can lead to  further education,  training or a 
job. 

Specialist  
Options 

A-Level Photography 
BTEC Acting 
A Level Art 
 

A-Level Graphics 
A Level Textiles 
BTEC Music 
BTEC Dance 

A-Level Biology 
A-Level History 
A-Level Physics 
A-Level Geography 
A-Level Film Studies 
A-Level Sociology 

A-Level Chemistry 
A-Level English 
A-Level Maths 
A-Level Spanish 
A-Level French  
A-Level Psychology 
A-Level Gov.& Politics 

Subjects  
 
A-Levels 

BTECs BTEC Business Studies 
BTEC ICT 

BTEC Sport & Leisure 
 

Additional Basketball Academy EPQ (Extended Project  
Qualification) AS-Level 

Jean Dubuffet, French, 1901-1985 
La Vie de Famille, 1936 
Lithograph print 

https://www.thenorwoodschool.org/page/?title=Entry+Requirements&pid=173
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Have you found out about our excellent enrichment and PHSE programme for the Sixth Form? 
 
Make sure you speak to the Sixth Form Ambassadors that will help you decide if the choices you make for next 
year are in line with what you might want to study in the Sixth Form. 
 
At the end of Year 9 you might be targeted as a potential Russell group or Oxbridge University Student.  You will 
participate in a programme that supports our most able students getting to the very best Universities, talk to  
Upper Sixth about their Oxbridge success and how much the school has supported them with excellent          
academic and super curricular opportunities. 
 
Excellent attendance, choosing wisely, working hard and being successful will give you a good foundation for 
the next step. If you want to discuss your possible routes after Year 11 the following people will help: 
 
Your Form Tutor will help you to make the right choices and can also help you complete your option form       
correctly online. Your subject teachers can give you guidance or tell you what a subject involves. 
 
The following pages provide brief course descriptions of all the subjects that may be studied during Years 10 
and 11. Names of staff responsible for each of the courses offered are provided in order for you to seek further 
information before making your final choice, should this be necessary. 
          
 
 

LOOKING AHEAD TO THE 
NORWOOD SIXTH FORM  

Jenni Holzer. B 1950 
Monument, 2008 

LED Light installation 
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CORE SUBJECTS 
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ENGLISH LITERATURE 

 HEAD OF ENGLISH FACULTY - MS KOVACS ENNIS 

The course is 100% exam based. Students will study a Shakespeare 
play, a 19th century novel, a modern prose or drama text and a range 
of seen and unseen poetry. There are no entry tiers - all students sit 
the same exam paper.  

FINAL EXAMINATION Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th century 
novel (40% of the total GCSE marks) 

External Examination     1 hour 45 mins  64 marks 

Section A:  Shakespeare: students will answer one question on their 
play of choice. They will be required to write in detail about an extract 
from the play and then to write about the play as a whole.  

Section B:  The 19th-century novel: students will answer one question 
on their novel of choice. They will be required to write in detail about 
an extract from the novel and then to write about the novel as a whole. 

Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry (60% of the total GCSE mark) 

External Examination    2 hour 15 mins 96 marks 

Section A: Modern texts: students will answer one essay question 
from a choice of two on their studied modern prose or drama text. 

Section B: Poetry: students will answer one comparative question on 
one named poem printed on the paper and one other poem from their 
chosen anthology cluster. 

Section C: Unseen poetry: Students will answer one question on one 
unseen poem and one question comparing this poem with a second 
unseen poem. 

TRIPS/VISITS:   Over the two-year course, students will be given the 
opportunity to explore language and literature through in-house       
productions and external theatre visits. 

What types of career or further education opportunities will be 

available to you after you have finished the course?  You can go 

on to study A Level English Literature and/or Film Studies as a Sixth 

Form student at the Norwood School and then continue on to a      

University Degree. Possible careers include working in the Media,  

Advertising, Education,  Journalism and Law. 

J K Rowling by Stuart Pearson Wright, 2005 
British, B: 1975 

Oil on board coloured pencil on paper 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE  

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
The course is 100% exam based and is comprised of studying fiction 
and non fiction texts, as well as developing descriptive and persuasive 
writing skills.  There are no entry tiersðall students sit the same exam 
paper. 
 
FINAL EXAMINATION :  
 
Paper 1 Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing                
(50% of GCSE)  1 hour 45 minutes, 80 marks. 
 
Reading (40 marks) ï one single text 
1 short form question (1 x 4 marks) 
2 longer form questions (2 x 8 marks) 
1 extended question (1 x 20 marks) 
Writing (40 marks) - 1 extended writing question that either narrates a 
story or describes a given image (24 marks for content, 16 marks for   
technical accuracy) 
 
Paper 2 Writers' Viewpoints and Perspectives (50% of GCSE) 
1 hour 45 minutes. 80 marks.  
Reading (40 marks) ï two linked texts  
1 short form question (1 x 4 marks) 
 2 longer form questions (1 x 8, 1 x 12 marks)  
1 extended question (1 x 16 marks)  
Writing (40 marks) 1 extended, persuasive writing question (24 marks 
for content, 16 marks for technical accuracy) 
 
TRIPS/VISITS: Over the two-year course students will be given the op-
portunity to explore language and literature through in-house produc-
tions and external theatre visits.  
 
What types of career or further education possibilities will be   
available to you after you have  finished the course? 
 
You can go on to study A Level English Literature and or Film Studies 
as a Sixth Form student at the  Norwood School and then continue on 
to a University Degree. Possible careers include working in the Media, 
Advertising, Education, Journalism and Law. 

HEAD OF ENGLISH FACULTY - MS KOVACS ENNIS 

The Lady of Shalott, 1888 
John William Waterhouse, 1849-1917 

Oil on canvas 


