
 

Curriculum map:  DRAMA 

          Key Stage 3 
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2 

Year  

7 
Basic 

Skills/Monologues 

-Group work 
-Still image 
-Improvisation 
-Character (facial 
expression and body 
language) 
-Mime 
-Evaluation 

Monologues 
-Character (facial 
expression and body 
language) 
-Line learning 
-Rehearsal 

Salem Witch Trials 
-Teacher-in-Role 
-Hot-seating 
-Thought-tracking 
-Narration 
-Monologue / writing in 
role 

Salem Witch Trials 
-Devising 
-Group work 
-Flashback 
-Transitions 
-Rehearsal 

Scary Play by Judith 
Johnson 

-Script work 
-Blocking 
-Off-text improvisation 

Scary Play by Judith 
Johnson 

-Line learning 
-Annotation 
-Costume 
-Props 
- Written evaluations 

 
 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Year   

8 
Physical Theatre 

- Group work 
- Abstract movement 
and image 
- Independent rehearsal 
-Body control 
-Lifts and ballance 
-Chair duets 
 

Introduction to 
Shakespeare 

-Shakespearean 
language 
-Key plot points 
-Character 
- Directing 
- Staging 

Macbeth by William 
Shakespeare 

-Shakespearean 
language 
-Voice 
-Character 
-Line learning 
-Rehearsal 
 

Mean To be Free by 
Joanna Halpert 

Kraus 
-Historical Context 
-Off-text improvisation 
-Cross-Cutting 
-Flashback 

Mugged by Andrew 
Payne 

-Script work 
-Blocking 
-Hotseating 
-Monologue 
-Off text improvisation 

Mugged by Andrew 
Payne 

-Line learning 
-Annotation 
-Costume 
-Props 
- Written evaluations 

 
 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Year   

9 
Devising - London 

Bombings 
-Stimulus 
-Sensitivity 
-Hot-seating 

Devising - London 
Bombings 

-Stimulus 
-Improvisation 
-Role-play 

Stage combat 
-Form 
-Technique 
-Timing 
-Devising 

Stage combat 
-Form 
-Technique 
-Timing 
-Devising 

DNA by Dennis Kelly 
-Stimulus 
-Style study 
-Rehearsal and 
development techniques 

DNA by Dennis Kelly 
-Script work 
-Rehearsal journals 
-Blocking 
-Off-text improvisation 



 

-Narration 
-Thought-tracking 
-Monologue 

- Dualogues 
-Rehearsing 

-Rehearsing -Rehearsing - Script work -Monologue 

 

           

Key Stage 4   
                Exam Board: Pearson BTEC 
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 

10 
Monologues 

Component 1 
Preparation 

Exploring 
professional 

productions x3 
-Character (facial 
expression and body 
language) 
-Staging 
-Blocking 
-Line learning 
-Rehearsal 
- Examine live and/or 
recorded performances 
in at least three different 
styles 
 

Component 1: 

Exploring the 
Performing Arts 

-Investigate how 
professional performance 
or production work is 
created  
-Demonstrate 
understanding of the 
skills, techniques and 
approaches used by 
professionals to create 
performance/production 
work.  

Component 1: 

Exploring the 
Performing Arts 

-Investigate how 
professional performance 
or production work is 
created  
-Demonstrate 
understanding of the 
skills, techniques and 
approaches used by 
professionals to create 
performance/production 
work.  

Component 1: 

Exploring the 
Performing Arts 

-Investigate how 
professional performance 
or production work is 
created  
-Demonstrate 
understanding of the 
skills, techniques and 
approaches used by 
professionals to create 
performance/production 
work.  

Component 1: 

Exploring the 
Performing Arts 

-Investigate how 
professional performance 
or production work is 
created  
-Demonstrate 
understanding of the 
skills, techniques and 
approaches used by 
professionals to create 
performance/production 
work.  

Component 2 
Preparation 

-Study of professional 
scripts 
-Staging 
-Blocking 
-Line learning 
-Rehearsal 

 
 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 



 

Year   

11 
Component 2: 

Developing Skills 
and Techniques in 

the Performing Arts  
-Use rehearsal or 
production/design 
processes 
-Apply skills and 
techniques in 
performance or 
realisation 
-Review own 
development and 
application of 
performance or design 
skills. 

Component 2: 

Developing Skills 
and Techniques in 

the Performing Arts  
-Use rehearsal or 
production/design 
processes 
-Apply skills and 
techniques in 
performance or 
realisation 
-Review own 
development and 
application of 
performance or design 
skills. 

Component 3: 

Responding to a 
Brief 

-Understand how to 
respond to a brief  
-Select and develop skills 
and techniques in 
response to a brief  
-Apply skills and 
techniques in a 
workshop performance 
in response to a brief  
-Evaluate the 
development process 
and outcome in 
response to a brief 

Component 3: 

Responding to a 
Brief 

-Understand how to 
respond to a brief  
-Select and develop 
skills and techniques in 
response to a brief  
-Apply skills and 
techniques in a 
workshop performance 
in response to a brief  
-Evaluate the 
development process 
and outcome in 
response to a brief 

Component 3: 

Responding to a 
Brief 

-Understand how to 
respond to a brief  
-Select and develop skills 
and techniques in 
response to a brief  
-Apply skills and 
techniques in a 
workshop performance 
in response to a brief  
-Evaluate the 
development process 
and outcome in 
response to a brief 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           

Key Stage 5   
                Exam Board: RSL 
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 



 

Year   

12 
Approaches to 

Acting:  

Naturalism 

Improv 
-Explore the principles 
and conventions of 
naturalistic theatre. 
-Apply naturalistic 
acting techniques to 
create believable and 
truthful performances. 
-Develop 
characterisation 
through objectives, 
relationships and given 
circumstances. 
-Use improvisation to 
develop creativity, 
spontaneity and 
collaborative 
performance skills. 
-Respond imaginatively 
to a range of stimuli 
through structured and 
spontaneous 
improvisation. 
-Review and evaluate the 
effectiveness of acting 
choices, rehearsal 
processes and 
performance outcomes. 
 

Approaches to 
Acting:  

Naturalism 

Improv 
-Explore the principles 
and conventions of 
naturalistic theatre. 
-Apply naturalistic 
acting techniques to 
create believable and 
truthful performances. 
-Develop 
characterisation 
through objectives, 
relationships and given 
circumstances. 
-Use improvisation to 
develop creativity, 
spontaneity and 
collaborative 
performance skills. 
-Respond imaginatively 
to a range of stimuli 
through structured and 
spontaneous 
improvisation. 
-Review and evaluate the 
effectiveness of acting 
choices, rehearsal 
processes and 
performance outcomes. 
 

 

 

Approaches to 
Acting:  

Naturalism 

Physical Theatre 
-Refine and sustain 
naturalistic 
performances through 
rehearsal and 
performance. 
-Apply advanced 
characterisation 
techniques to 
communicate believable 
relationships and 
intentions. 
-Evaluate rehearsal 
processes and 
performance outcomes 
to inform future 
development. 
-Explore the principles 
and conventions of 
physical theatre. 
-Apply movement, 
ensemble work and 
non-verbal 
communication to 
create original 
performances. 
-Develop physical 
awareness, creativity 
and collaboration 
through practical 
rehearsal and 
performance. 

 

Approaches to 
Acting:  

Physical Theatre 

Year 12 Final 
Performance 

-Refine and perform 
physical theatre 
techniques through 
rehearsal and 
performance. 
-Apply movement, 
ensemble work and 
non-verbal 
communication to 
create engaging 
performances. 
-Evaluate the 
effectiveness of physical 
theatre performance 
and rehearsal processes. 
-Develop rehearsal 
techniques for a 
full-scale scripted 
production. 
-Apply acting, 
characterisation and 
collaborative skills within 
an extended rehearsal 
process. 
-Prepare and perform a 
polished production for 
a live audience using 
professional rehearsal 
practices. 
 

Approaches to 
Acting:  

Epic Theatre 

Community Theatre 

Acting For Camera 

Year 12 Final 
Performance 

-Explore the principles 
and conventions of Epic 
Theatre. 
-Apply Brechtian 
techniques to create 
engaging and 
thought-provoking 
performances. 
-Explore the purpose 
and impact of drama 
within community 
settings. 
-Develop collaborative 
workshop and 
facilitation skills for 
different participants. 
-Explore the techniques 
and conventions of 
acting for screen. 
-Apply camera 
awareness, continuity 
and performance skills 
in filmed scenes. 
-Apply acting skills 
through the rehearsal 
and performance of a 
full-scale production. 
-Demonstrate 
professional rehearsal 
etiquette, collaboration 
and performance 
discipline. 
-Reflect on rehearsal 
processes and evaluate 
performance outcomes. 
 

Approaches to 
Acting:  

Epic Theatre 

Community Theatre 

Acting For Camera 
-Refine and perform Epic 
Theatre techniques for a 
live audience. 
-Apply Brechtian 
performance skills to 
communicate social and 
political themes. 
-Plan, deliver and 
evaluate drama 
workshops for a 
community audience. 
-Adapt workshop 
activities to meet the 
needs of different 
participants. 
-Refine and perform 
acting techniques for 
camera in recorded 
scenes. 
-Apply continuity, 
camera awareness and 
screen acting 
conventions effectively. 
-Evaluate performances 
and creative processes 
to identify strengths and 
areas for development. 
-Demonstrate 
independence, 
professionalism and 
effective collaboration 
throughout rehearsal 
and performance. 

 



 

Year   

13 
Elizabethan and 

Jacobean Theatre 

Audition Technique 

EPQ Project - 
Directing 

-Explore the conventions 
and performance styles 
of Elizabethan and 
Jacobean theatre. 
-Apply historical acting 
techniques to texts from 
the period. 
-Develop audition skills 
through the preparation 
and rehearsal of 
contrasting material. 
-Apply vocal, physical 
and interpretive skills to 
audition performances. 
-Explore the role and 
responsibilities of a 
director in planning a 
production. 
-Select and interpret a 
suitable play for a KS3 
cast. 
-Plan rehearsals and 
develop creative 
concepts for a 
student-led production. 
-Reflect on creative 
decisions and set 
targets for further 
development. 

 

Elizabethan and 
Jacobean Theatre 

Audition Technique 

EPQ Project - 
Directing 

-Refine and perform 
scenes using the 
conventions of 
Elizabethan and 
Jacobean theatre. 
-Apply historical acting 
techniques with 
confidence and 
accuracy in 
performance. 
-Develop professional 
audition skills through 
rehearsal and 
performance. 
-Evaluate audition 
performances to identify 
strengths and areas for 
improvement. 
-Plan and deliver 
auditions for a KS3 
production. 
-Apply casting and 
directing skills to select 
an appropriate 
company. 
-Organise rehearsals 
and communicate 
creative expectations 
effectively. 
-Reflect on directing 
decisions and the 
effectiveness of the 
casting process. 

 

External Unit: 

Performance 
Preparation 

EPQ Project - 
Directing 

-Explore the 
requirements and 
expectations of 
professional 
performance 
opportunities. 
-Prepare and refine 
performance material 
for external assessment 
and audition contexts. 
-Apply advanced 
rehearsal techniques to 
develop polished 
performances. 
-Demonstrate 
professionalism, 
independence and 
resilience throughout 
the rehearsal process. 
-Plan and lead 
rehearsals for a KS3 
production. 
-Apply directing and 
communication skills to 
develop performers' 
confidence and ability. 
-Adapt rehearsal 
strategies in response to 
the needs of the cast. 
-Evaluate rehearsal 
progress and refine 
creative decisions in 
preparation for 
performance. 
 

External Unit: 

Performance 
Preparation 

EPQ Project - 
Directing 

-Refine and perform 
material for external 
assessment and 
professional 
performance contexts. 
-Demonstrate technical, 
artistic and professional 
performance skills with 
confidence. 
-Evaluate performance 
outcomes and identify 
areas for continued 
development. 
-Lead and deliver a 
successful KS3 
production as part of 
the EPQ. 
-Apply effective 
directing, leadership and 
rehearsal management 
skills throughout the 
production process. 
-Support performers to 
achieve confident and 
engaging performances. 
-Evaluate the 
effectiveness of creative 
and directorial decisions 
following the final 
performance. 
-Reflect on personal 
development as a 
performer, director and 
creative practitioner. 

 
 

Year 13 Final 
Performance 

-Develop advanced 
rehearsal techniques for 
a full-scale performance. 
-Apply refined acting 
skills to create 
convincing and 
engaging performances. 
-Demonstrate 
independence, 
professionalism and 
resilience throughout 
the rehearsal process. 
-Collaborate effectively 
with directors and fellow 
performers to realise 
creative intentions. 
-Refine characterisation 
through detailed 
research, rehearsal and 
feedback. 
-Apply vocal, physical 
and interpretive skills 
with confidence and 
consistency. 
-Respond constructively 
to feedback to improve 
performance quality. 
-Prepare for a polished 
public performance 
through sustained 
rehearsal and 
evaluation. 

 

Year 13 Final 
Performance 

-Refine and perform a 
polished production for 
a live audience. 
-Demonstrate advanced 
acting skills with 
confidence, creativity 
and professionalism. 
-Apply rehearsal 
feedback to deliver a 
convincing and 
engaging final 
performance. 
-Work collaboratively to 
realise the creative 
vision of the production. 
-Demonstrate resilience, 
independence and 
professional rehearsal 
etiquette throughout the 
performance process. 
-Evaluate the 
effectiveness of 
performance choices 
and creative outcomes. 
-Reflect on personal 
growth and readiness for 
progression into higher 
education or the 
performing arts industry. 
-Celebrate and showcase 
the knowledge, skills and 
experience developed 
throughout the Level 3 
Diploma. 

 

 
 


